
 
December 2012 
 
Greetings from the Shirley Chisholm Project of Brooklyn Women’s Activism, 1945 
to the Present  

Dear friends, colleagues and supporters:   

My end of the year letter must first begin with a comment about two horrific events: the 
most recent slaughter in Newtown Connecticut, and the second, the devastation brought 
about by hurricane Sandy. Shirley Chisholm thought of herself, first and foremost as a 
teacher, and in her role as a teacher and political activist, opposed the growing use of gun 
violence. In the 1972 campaign, her political opponent George Wallace had been gunned 
down by an assassin. Her life had been threatened a number of times, and during her 
1972 campaign, she had to be guarded by secret service agents. Chisholm also opposed 
the use of violence to resolve political problems, whether the police, or the armed forced 
at home and in Vietnam. Hurricane Sandy wreaked a different kind of violence against 
school children. Some lost their lives, or the lives of loved ones; many lost their homes 
and their possessions; and thousands more have had their school year disrupted, been 
forced to change schools, travel long distances from school to school, and known that 
many of their classmates and teachers also faced devastating losses. The Project has been 
involved in supporting hurricane relief, and we hope you all continue your wonderful 
volunteer effort. We also must redouble our active commitment to a saner, less violent 
and more sustainable and socially just nation and world. 

2012 has been an incredibly busy year for The Shirley Chisholm Project of Brooklyn 
Women’s Activism.  Indeed, it has been hectic, exciting and very rewarding. Our archive 
continues to grow thanks to the generosity of Professors Julie Gallagher and Muriel 
Morrisey.  If you would like more information on viewing the collection, please visit the 
website for the Archives and Special Collections in the Brooklyn College Library at the 
following link http://library.brooklyn.cuny.edu/archives/findaid/Chisholm/ 

We have added a number of oral histories including the Honorable Basil Patterson, the 
Honorable Yvonne Braithwaite Burke, Muriel Morrisey, former Chisholm Congressional 
staffer, Assemblywoman Rhoda Jacobs, and New York State NAACP President Hazel 
Dukes.  http://chisholmproject.com/oral-histories 



 
There have been some changes in our staff. 
 
Veronica Rodriguez is the Project Administrator. She replaces Joyce LeeAnn Joseph 
who is now working at the Weeksville Heritage Project in Brooklyn. Veronica is a 
graduate from Pratt Institute’s library science program and brings to the Project 
knowledge of archival management and use of social media for promotional 
development. As an archivist, she has processed collections for NYPL and the Brooklyn 
Museum. She also volunteers with the Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New 
York’s outreach committee and will serve as a judge in 2013 for NYC History Day, a 
program sponsored by the Museum of the City of New York. 

Samantha Winslow, Project Videographer, left the Project in the fall to be a journalist 
for Labor Notes.  

Jason Lalor, Project Designer, a Jamaican-American artist and designer. He received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Studio Arts (Graphic Design) at Wesleyan University and has 
developed websites for non-profit organizations including Healthy Picks, The Black 
Institute and The Shirley Chisholm Project. He also records and performs hip hop music 
under the pseudonym DADA POWELL, and creates handmade artwork and packaging to 
accompany each of his albums. View more of his work at jasonlalor.com. 

Barbara Winslow, the Project Director speaks throughout the city and the country about 
the Project and Shirley Chisholm. An article about the Project was featured in the Journal 
of Women’s History http://bingdev.binghamton.edu/jwh/?page_id=602 . 
http://www.nwsa.org/ This year, being the 40th anniversary of Chisholm’s historic 
Presidential run, she spoke at the Manning Marable Memorial Conference, as well as two 
other academic and political conferences, she made presentations at four universities, as 
well as a number of high schools and the New York City League of Women Voters. 

THE ‘BE A CATALYST FOR CHANGE: SHIRLEY CHISHOLM’S LIFELONG 
LEGACY’ CONFERENCE 

One of the highlights of this year was a conference celebrating Chisholm’s historic 
presidency. Over 1000 people attended this all day conference including Brooklyn 
College faculty, students, administration and staff as well as elected officials, members of 
the Brooklyn community, colleagues from other CUNY and SUNY campuses. Guest 
speakers included Professors Beverley Guy-Sheftall, Josh Guild, Brian Purnell, Zinga 
Fraser, Anastasia Curwood, Barbara Ransby, Premilla Nadasen and Julie Gallagher; 
Brooklyn College faculty included Jeanne Theoharis, Lynda Day, Namita Manohar, 
Gunja Sen Gupta, Prudence Cumberbatch, Jocelyn Wills and Dean Kimberley Phillips. 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee videoed greetings and Melissa Harris-Perry ended the 
conference with a brilliant discussion about Substance and Image: The continuing work 
of gender, race and justice in contemporary media and politics. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46979745/#46913786 
 



Professor Martha Biondi gave the keynote presentation at a luncheon honoring five 
Brooklyn College students who won the Shirley Chisholm Essay contest, writing about 
how they see themselves as catalysts for change through their involvement in social 
justice activism. 
 

SHIRLEY CHISHOLM DAY NOVEMBER 29 

 

Left to right, Brooklyn College President Karen Gould, Prudence Cumberbatch, Coordinator Women’s and 
Gender Studies Program, Barbara Winslow, Director Shirley Chisholm Project, Professor Secondary 
Education department, Iris Lopez, Professor City College and Loretta Ross. 

Every November, the Shirley Chisholm projects hosts Shirley Chisholm Day events at 
Brooklyn College. This year we decided to focus on Shirley Chisholm as an advocate for 
women’s reproductive rights. Chisholm was a founder an honorary chair of the NARAL 
– then called the national Abortion Rights Action League. Our featured speakers included 
Iris Lopez, speaking about sterilization of Puerto Rican women and Loretta Ross, founder 
of SisterSong, Women of Color for Reproductive Rights, who spoke about working with 
Chisholm in the 1980’s on Black Women and reproductive rights. An added surprise was 
the gift of a stunning portrait of Shirley Chisholm, done by noted artist Linda Stein  



 

Artist Linda Stein with the portrait of Shirley Chisholm 

 

 

Thank you again and all the best wishes for holiday season and the New 
Year. 

Barbara Winslow 

Project Director, 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE THE WORK OF THE 
PROJECT 

Finally, we are so grateful and appreciative of your support. But like every organization, 
we need your continued help to continue this important work. Anything you can give 
insures the Projects survival and success. Won’t you consider making a donation? 

YES! I want to donate to the Shirley Chisholm Project of Brooklyn Women’s Activism 
1945 to the Present. 

Visit the website for The Brooklyn College Foundation Website at 

https://www.donation-
net.net/public/BCF/transaction/transaction1.cfm?dn=1118&amp;source=8&amp;CFID=7
329080&amp;CFTOKEN=78184907 

And complete the online donation form. In the “Fund Designation” box, please type: Shirley Chisholm 
Archive: 30303085  

To Donate by Mail: 

Please make all checks payable to The Brooklyn College Foundation.  

In the memo of the check or in a note included with your contribution, please indicate that your gift 
supports the Shirley Chisholm Archive: 30303085  

Mail your gift to the following address:  

The Brooklyn College Foundation 

2900 Bedford Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11210 

Name__________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

e-mail___________________________________________________ 

phone:_________________________________________________________ 

I can give $100 _______   $50 ___________      $25____________   other__________ 


